7.  There is not any Musicke of Instruments whatsoever,
comparable to that which is made of the voyces of Men,
where the voyces are good, and the same well sorted
and ordered.

8.  The better the voyce is, the meeter it is to honour and
serve God there-with: and the voyce of man is chiefly
to be imployed to that ende.

Omnis spiritus laudet Dominum

Since singing is so good a thing,
I wish all men would learne to sing.

WILLIAM BYRD

A  MUSICAL   COMPETITION   BETWEEN
WILLIAM BYRD AND ALFONSO
FERRABOSCO. Circa 1597
I would counsell you diligentlie to peruse those waies
which my loving Maister (never without reverence to
be named of the musicians) M. Bird, and M. Alphonso
in a vertuous contention in love betwixt themselves,
made upon the plainsong of Miserere, but a contention, as
I saide, in love : which caused them strive every one to
surmount another, without malice, envie or backbiting:
but by great labour, studie, and paines, ech making other
censure of that which they had done. Which contention
of theirs (specially without envie) caused them both
become excellent in that kind, and winne such a name,
and gaine such credite, as will never perish so long as
Musicke indureth. Therefore, there is no waie readier
to cause you become perfect, than to contend with some
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